Hospital for special surgery. A brief review of its development and current position.
On May 1, 1999, the Hospital for Special Surgery was 136 years old. To present a history that does adequate justice to the many people, who have been or still are involved in the making of it, is an impossible task. Nevertheless, this document is important because the hospital, first under the name of Ruptured and Crippled and then under that of Special Surgery has played such an important role in the development of orthopaedics and rheumatology in America during the past century. The reader must forgive an orthopaedic bias to this account and also realize the limitation of space that makes it at best fragmentary and incomplete. The account begins with a description of the hospital's current situation, physical layout and governance. A terse history of the hospital's origin and subsequent development follows, which includes a more specific description of the growth of its orthopaedic surgical services. Finally, separate records of the 112-year-old Postgraduate Orthopaedic Educational Program and 44-year-old Research Division are presented.